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Mr. Chin Daoi and his sons
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A family of professional
restorers

Eighteen years have passed since
the Japanese government’s team for
Safeguarding Angkor (JASA) began the
restoration of the Angkor temples in Siem
Reap. There are some families who
have worked for JASA for generations. '
Mr. Chin Daoi, 66, the deputy chief of the @
stoneworkers, has four sons workm%
JASA. | visited the Bayon Temple wh
the family was working.

In the Bayon Temple, there are more
than 60,000 stones scattered around.
JASA members have gathered 3,000
of these stones and are trying to restore
them. Among nine members of this team,
five are from Mr. Daoi’s family. The stones
are just like pieces of a jigsaw. ltitakes
incredible patience to fit the individual
pieces together with thousands of others.
It is work that also requires experience
and knowledge, in addition to patience.

Mr. Daoi joined a French restoration
team when he was 18 years old. He has
also worked with Indian and Hungarian
teams and other organizations. His
four sons still learn every day from their
father. Most of them are:now married and
live independently. They say that they
also want their sons to be stone workers.
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